
To
ol
ki
t

RAHYNE

Prepared by :
Q u e e n  K u k o y i
N i c o l e  " N i c o "  T a y l o r
K a h s t o ' s e r a k w a t h e  P a u l e t t e  M o o r e

SUGGESTED GRADE RANGE
GRADE 1 - 10

TOOLKIT
WALKTHROUGH 



O R G A N I Z A T I O N S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

TABLE OF
CONTENTS

D I R E C T O R S / W R I T E R S . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

R A H Y N E  F I L M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

T O O L K I T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

DATE FINALIZED: FEBUARY 1ST, 2022 

ABOUT...............................3



TOOLKIT
PRESENTED 

BY

ABOUT
3

BSAM  Canada  ar t i s t  l ed ,  award

winning  non -prof i t  cul tura l  ar ts

organizat ion  and  ar t i s t

co l lect i ve  l ed  by  Queen  Kukoy i

and  Nico  Tay lor .  BSAM  Canada ’s

focus  i s  to  create  a

col laborat i ve  and  support i ve

plat form  that  can  empower ,

e levate ,  and  evo lve  Black

creat ives  and  organizat ions  who

work  with in  the  respect ive  f ie ld

of  the  speculat i ve  ar ts .  

The  Aunt ies  Dandel ion  i s  a

media  col lect i ve  focused  on

rev i ta l i z ing  communit ies

through  s tor ies  of  l and ,

l anguage  and  re lat ionsh ips .  TAD

creates  a  monthly  podcast ,

speculat i ve  ar ts  f i lms ,

workshops  and  documentar ies

that  support  and  co -create

expans ive  re lat ionsh ips  with

each  other  and  the  natura l

wor ld .  

The  City ’s  Conf ront ing  Ant i -

Black  Racism  uni t  (CABR )  i s

respons ib le  fo r  ro l l ing  out  the

Toronto  Act ion  Plan  to  Conf ront

Ant i -Black  Racism .  The  act ion

plan  i s  SMART  –  s t rateg ic  and

spec i f ic ;  measurable ;

achievable ;  re levant  and

rea l i s t ic ;  and  t imely .  Most

important ly ,  i t  responds  to  the

pr ior i t ies  ident i f ied  by  Toronto ’s

d iverse  Black  communit ies .

Water f ront  BIA  represents

bus inesses  a long  the  Queens

Quay  cor r idor  between  Bathurs t

and  Cherry  St ,  the  Water f ront

Bus iness  Improvement  Area

(BIA )  i s  the  bus iness

community ’s  vo ice  and  the

uni fy ing  ent i ty  to  Toronto ’s

Water f ront .

Harbour f ront  Centre  i s  an

internat iona l  centre  fo r

contemporary  ar ts ,  cul ture  and

ideas ,  and  a  reg i s tered  char i tab le

not - fo r -prof i t  cul tura l  organizat ion

operat ing  a  10 -acre  campus  on

Toronto ’s  centra l  water f ront .  We

inspi re  audiences  and  v i s i to rs  with

a  breadth  of  bold ,  ambit ious  and

engaging  exper iences .  

Water f ront  Toronto  i s  the  publ ic

advocate  and  s teward  of

water f ront  rev i ta l i zat ion .

Created  by  the  Governments  of

Canada  and  Ontar io  and  the

Ci ty  of  Toronto ,  Water f ront

Toronto  i s  mandated  to  del i ver

a  rev i ta l i zed  water f ront .



Queen Kukoyi 
Queen  Kukoy i  ( they /she )  i s  a  Black  Bajan  of  Igbo  and

Lokono  Ancest ry ,  Queer ,  Femme  present ing ,  Mother ,

Author ,  Educator ,  Act iv i s t ,  Award  Winning  Scholar  and

Internat iona l  Art i s t  as  wel l  as  the  Execut ive  Director  of

Operat ions  fo r  BSAM  Canada .  As  a  creat ive ,  Queen  explores

spoken  word  poetry ,  dig i ta l  col lage ,  and  animat ions  a long

with  ins ta l la t ion  work  that  touch  on  concepts  sur rounding

the  Afro futur i s t ic  meditat i ve  space .

Nico Taylor
Nico le  “Nico ”  Tay lor  (she /her )  i s  the  Execut ive  Director  of

Communicat ions  fo r  BSAM  Canada .  Nico  i s  a  wri ter ,  scholar ,

dancer ,  cosplayer ,  and  act iv i s t  who  uses  femin ism  and

cr i t ica l  race  theory  to  dissect  soc ia l  const ruct ions

sur rounding  race  and  representat ion ,  espec ia l l y  as  they

perta in  to  how  we  make  sense  of  the  images  that  sur round

us .  As  a  t ra ined  per former  in  Afro -Car ibbean  fo lk  dance ,

Nico  has  part ic ipated  in  many  events  showcas ing  the

beauty  and  v ibrancy  of  Car ibbean  cul ture ,  inc luding  the

Opening  Ceremony  fo r  the  Pan  Am  Games  Toronto  in  2015 .




DIRECTORS
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Kahstoserakwathe 
Paulette Moore
Kahstoserakwathe  Paulet te  Moore  (she /her )  i s  a

Kanien 'kehàka  (Mohawk )  s tory te l le r ,  media  maker ,

Kanyen ’kehà :ka  (Mohawk )  l anguage  speaker ,  educator ,

Aunt ie  and  an  enro l led  member  of  Six  Nat ions  of  the

Grand  River  te r r i to ry  where  she  i s  based .  Moore ’s  work

focuses  on  res tor ing  sp i r i tua l ,  phys ica l  and  economic

balance  at  the  place  where  Ind igenous  ways  of  knowing

and  being  meet  our  modern  exper ience .

Moore  i s  co - founder  of  The  Aunt ies  Dandel ion ;  a  media

co l lect i ve  focused  on  rev i ta l i z ing  communit ies  through

stor ies  of  l and ,  l anguage  and  re lat ionsh ips .
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ABOUT RAHYNE FILM 
Rahyne  (2021 )  i s  a  short  animated  f i lm  done  in  the  s ty le

of  a  motion  comic  that  fo l lows  a  young  Afro - Ind igenous

(Bajan  and  Mohawk ) ,  non -binary  youth  who  turns  to  the

water  to  guide  them  through  the  turmoi l  highl ighted  by

the  pandemic ,  pol i t ica l  unrest  and  t rauma  exper ienced

by  Black  and  Ind igenous  peoples .

This  short  f i lm  delves  in to  Ind igenous  and

Afr ican /Car ibbean  fo lk ta les  sur rounding  water  that

conce ives  i t  as  a  sp i r i t ,  a  guard ian ,  a  l i fe - fo rce ,  and

holder  of  memor ies  and  his tory ,  among  many  other

th ings .  Viewers  wi l l  jo in  Rahyne  as  they  v i s i t  the

Toronto  water f ront  guided  by  the  des i re  to  quel l  the

turmoi l  of  the  l as t  few  months ,  in  search  of  a  teacher

to  in form  a  new  way  to  approach  the  wor ld  they  f ind

themselves  in .  The  ul t imate  goal  i s  to  insp i re

conversat ions  on  col lect i ve  ways  of  heal ing  and  what

that  looks  l i ke  us ing  the  water  as  a  creat ive

inst ruct iona l  too l .

This  f i lm  was  created  by  BSAM  Canada  in  partnersh ip

with  f i lmmaker  Kahstoserakwathe  Paulet te  Moore  fo r

Ear thseeds :  Space  of  the  L iv ing ,  the  inaugura l  Toronto

Water f ront  Art i s t  Res idency .  I t  was  deve loped  with  the

support  of  the  Water f ront  Toronto ,  Water f ront  BIA  and

Harbour f ront  Centre .
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ABOUT THIS TOOLKIT
Rahyne  (2021 )  i s  a  f i lm  about  unpack ing  knowledge  -

knowledge  of  onese l f ,  of  one ’s  roots ,  of  one ’s  people  and  of  the

env i ronment  that  we  ex i s t  in .  I t  i s  about  acqui r ing  wisdom

through  di f fe rent  ins t ructors  and  guides .  Somet imes  we

encounter  those  guides  as  teachers ,  parents ,  and  e lders  and

other  t imes  we  can  l earn  something  f rom  natura l  l i fe  givers  l i ke

the  water  or  the  l and .  We  are  of ten  busy  with  a l l  of  the  tasks

we  have  to  accompl i sh  or  dis t racted  by  a l l  of  the  th ings  that

can  grab  our  attent ion ,  l i ke  te lev i s ion ,  the  computer ,  our

phones ,  or  the  t ra f f ic  outs ide .  But  i t  i s  important  that  we  a lso

make  space  and  take  the  t ime  to  l i s ten  to  the  wor ld  around  us .  

The  reason  fo r  th i s  too lk i t  i s  to  dissect  some  of  the  important

themes  that  are  present  in  Rahyne ,  and  to  a l low  those

watching  the  f i lm  to  dig  a  l i t t le  deeper  and  explore  fo r

themselves  how  the  f i lm  resonates  with  them .  Rahyne  a lso

makes  an  important  ef for t  to  give  vo ice  to  the  l egac ies  of

Af r ican  and  Ind igenous  peoples .  I t  exempl i f ies  the  t ies  between

the  two  cul tures  as  a  way  to  show  that  col lect i ve  dreaming  and

bui ld ing  i s  essent ia l  i f  we  wish  to  create  a  wor ld  in  harmony .   

SUGGESTED AGE RANGE
Ages  6  and up
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