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Every February, Harbourfront Centre presents 
Kuumba – our celebration of Black Futures 
Month. This year, our programming asks you and 
your students to explore the multiple identities 
you hold within your own family. You may be a 
sibling, a cousin, a parent, or a child. Our gender, 
race, interests, religion, beliefs and culture – 
all of which makes us who we are – overlap to 
create our own unique identities. In 2022, we are 
exploring the concept of intersectional identities 
– specifically Afro-Indigeneity. 

In our We Belong Together activity, you and your 
students will have the opportunity to explore 
these identities through a weaving project. Each 
student will create their customized strip of 
paper, which will then be woven together with 
their classmates’ contributions to create a one-
of-a-kind mixed media piece for your classroom. 
Using the weaving technique as a metaphor, you 
and your students will see that we are stronger 
together.  
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About this resource 
Thanks for accessing our Online Learning 
resources! These step-by-step instructions will 
help your class express their creativity and build 
connections to the Ontario Arts Curriculum. This 
resource can be used as a standalone activity or 
can be used to supplement a viewing of Rahyne, 
available on the Harbourfront Centre School 
Visits website in February.

About us
Harbourfront Centre School Visits is an 
experiential, hands-on learning program 
that offers curriculum-focused, inquiry-
based programs that explore all aspects of 
contemporary arts and culture. We host 26,000 
students onsite for meaningful engagements 
with the arts every year. We trust that you will 
find the step-by-step guide outlined below 
helpful in allowing creativity to shine through!

Suggested Grade Range: 
K–3

Curriculum Links: 
Visual Arts – The Elements of Design:  
Shape and Form, Colour, Line.

Language

Social Studies

Key vocabulary words
• TO BELONG: To be a member or part of a 

particular group, organization, or class.

• IDENTITY: The qualities, beliefs, etc. that 
make a particular person or group different 
from others. www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/identity

• INTERSECTIONALITY: is a framework for 
understanding how social identities – such 
as gender, race, ethnicity, social class, 
religion, sexual orientation, ability and 
gender identity – overlap with one another 
and with the systems of power that oppress 

and advantage people in the workplace and 
the broader community. www.catalyst.org/
research/intersectionality-when-identities-
converge/

Required Materials
• 1– 2 BRISTOL BOARDS, DEPENDING ON 

CLASS SIZE, AND CUT INTO 2–3-INCH-
WIDE STRIPS (ONE STRIP PER STUDENT).

• PAINT OR MARKERS, PASTELS, CRAYONS 
AND PENCIL CRAYONS (SUPPLY A 
VARIETY OF COLOURS, PER STUDENT).

• SPONGE OR PAINTBRUSH (ONE PER 
STUDENT, IF USING PAINT).

• POPSICLE STICK (ONE PER STUDENT IF 
USING GLUE).

• WAX PAPER (TO USE AS A GLUE OR PAINT 
PALETTE; ONE PER STUDENT).

• SCISSORS (ONE PER STUDENT).

• PERMANENT MARKER (ONE PER 
STUDENT).

Optional Materials
• CARDBOARD

• BUTTONS

• GLUE

• YARN, STRING, ROPE

• HOLE PUNCHER



Extension: Have students 
share their thoughts with 
you, or have them privately 
consider how they may 
identify with the term 
intersectionality.
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Provide students with a 
piece of paper for a mind 
map. Have them put the 
word “ME” in the middle. 
Share that our identity is 
made up of many different 
things that make all of us 
unique. Today, students 
will write all the things that 
make them who they are 
around the world ‘ME’. Each 
of these qualities overlap, or 
intersect, with each other. 
If students need support in 
this task, consider doing a 
brainstorming activity about 
the different facets of their 
identity, including their likes 
or dislikes, family structure, 
celebrations or traditions 
they practice, religion or 
spirituality, race, ethnicity, 
gender, and languages they 
speak. If you and your class 
have had a conversation 
about race and identity 
related to Black History 
Month, feel free to include 
these connections here.

Let students know that they 
will be creating a classroom 
weaving project! Explain 
to students who may have 
seen this technique used 
in baskets, snowshoes, 
clothing, blankets and rugs. 
Illustrate to your students 
that this technique can be 
used with textiles, paper and 
organic materials; however, 
today, we will be using paper 
to make your “We Belong 
Together” project.

Introduce students to the 
keyword of identity. Let your 
students know that we will 
be having a conversation 
about how everyone’s unique 
identity will be celebrated 
to ensure everyone feels 
a part of our classroom 
community. Belonging is 
a special feeling that is 
created when everyone has 
the opportunity to be their 
authentic selves amongst 
people who respect them!

Step-by-step 
instructions 
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Using a Stencil

Students may want to include symbols 
on their strip by using the stencil 
technique. To do this, you can use 
another piece of card paper, fold it in 
half, and cut out a symmetrical shape 
on the fold. Next, lay down the stencil 
and apply paint using a sponge to the 
negative space (the hole).

Creating Negative Space

To create interesting negative spaces 
in your strip, you can slightly fold the 
paper and cut symmetrical shapes into 
the paper. Students can also use the 
hole puncher to add random holes in 
their strips as polka-dots!

Below are some examples of how your students 
may want to elevate their strips with different 
elements of design:

Step 4:
Give a strip to each student to design in any 
way they would like using their favourite 
colours, patterns, symbols, shapes and 
materials. To do this, students can use paint 
applied with a sponge or any assortment of 
crayons, markers, or coloured pencils. Once 
their paint is completely dried, students may 
want to take this one step further by weaving 
pieces of yarn into their strips to have the 
chance to engage with different weaving 
mediums. 



Ties Embellishments

If weaving is a challenge for your 
students, they may want to put ties into 
their strip to give the effect of weaving. 
To do this, instruct the students to put 
hole-punches side by side into their 
strip and insert the yarn on the front-
facing side, then simply tie them with a 
knot or bow.

Adding some embellishments to 
student designs can elevate their strips 
even more! Use painted cardboard 
symbols and shapes, buttons, sequins, 
or drips of paint to add texture and life 
to their strips!
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Wrapping

To do this technique, students can 
adjust the edges of the paper and wrap 
the yarn, string, or rope around the 
strip. To fasten the wrap, students can 
tie it or use a piece of masking tape on 
the back of the strip.

Traditional Weaving

To weave the yarn, string, or rope into 
the strip, instruct students to hole-
punch their paper in equal increments. 
Start by putting one end of the yarn in 
the first hole, then continue going over 
and under until the end of the strip.

Step 4: (continued...)
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Step 5:
Once students are happy with their design, 
instruct them to write their preferred name, 
nickname, or family name on the strip so 
their personal identity is included once all 
the pieces are woven together. Encourage 
students to write their names in fun and unique 
ways such as cursive, spirals, bubble letters, 
bold, or native languages! 

Step 6:
Once everyone has completed their strip, give 
it to an adult or teacher to lay it out on a large 
flat surface. To start the weaving process, 
divide the number of strips you have equally in 
half. Start by laying half of the strips vertically 
2 inches apart, then laying the other half of 
them horizontally two inches apart to create 
a square. If you have a larger class, you may 
want to make two separate weavings and 
then attach them together along one side to 
create a rectangle. Next, start weaving the 
horizontal and vertical pieces over and under 
interchangeably for each strip. 

Finally, once all the pieces are woven in place, 
staple the edges of the piece and attach the 
second weaving if necessary.  



Extensions:
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Have students write down their own 
personal connection to intersectional 
identities on the back of their strips.  

Watch the accompanying short film 
Rahyne on Harbourfront Centre’s 
website and consider how the 
characters in the film display their 
intersectional identities.  

What can the participant do to continue working on this 
technique or project beyond the step-by-step? 

Step 7:
Once the teacher has securely attached the 
weave together, look for a special place in your 
classroom to display your We Belong Together 
weaving! Have your students consider how 
each intersection comes together to create 
something bigger and how that can represent 
how intersectional identities create stronger 
communities!  
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